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SO(3)-CONNECTIONS AND
RATIONAL HOMOLOGY COBORDISMS

GORDANA MATIC

1. Introduction

The main purpose of this paper is the study of rational homology cobor-
disms of rational homology 3-spheres. In particular it is shown that the
p,-invariants of Atiyah-Patodi-Singer [2] which can be defined as spectral
invariants are, under some extra conditions, integral homology cobordism
invariants of rational homology spheres. ,

Related to this study is the question of when a rational homology sphere =
bounds a rational homology ball. This can also be answered in some cases in
terms of p,-invariants. In turn, these invariants can then be used to answer
questions concerning sliceness of knots. Casson and Gordon [3] have con-
structed an invariant that detects when a two-bridge knot is not ribbon. This
invariant is actually the p_-invariant for the double branched cover = of 3
branched over K < §* and character «:H;(2) —» U(1). For characters of
prime power order Casson and Gordon [3] also show that this is a slice
invariant. Namely, if p (2) = (K, a) # £1 then K is not ribbon, and if « is
of prime power order they can also conclude that it is not slice. In the case that
2 is a spherical space form, Fintushel and Stern [7] remove the condition that
a be a prime-power order. In this paper the condition that = be a spherical
space form is replaced by a weaker condition that H'(Z,L,) = 0, where L, is
the flat complex line bundle induced by the character a.

More specifically, let X be a compact, smooth 4-manifold with boundary
d.X. Let a: 7(X) — U(1) be a nontrivial character. It defines a complex line
bundle L, on X by L, = ¥ X, C where X is the universal cover of W. Let
sign ( X) denote the signature of the hermitian form induced on H%(X,L_) by
the cup-product. Then p,(3X) = sign(X) — sign (X) is a differential in-
variant of the boundary [2].
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Theorem 1.1. Let X be a compact, smooth 4-manifold with boundary compo-
nents 9X,,---,9X, which are rational homology spheres. Assume that X has
rational homology of an n-punctured 4-sphere. Let o:H,(X) — U(1) be a
nontrivial character, and let «, be the induced characters on the boundary,
a,: H(0X;) = U(1). Denote by m the number of 3X, for which a; is nontrivial.
Suppose that, for some i, H*(X,3X,; Z) has no 2-torsion and «, has order
greater than 2. Let e, € H*(X,Z) be the Euler class of the bundle L, and
define

p(X,0) = #[{e e HA(X.Z)| j*(e) = £j*(e,) Vi}/e ~ —e].

If HY(3X,L,) = 0, then the following are true:
(a) m = p(0X) (mod 2).
(b) If |p,(3X)| > 3 — m, then u(X, a) = 0 (mod 2).

The above theorem was first proved in [7] for the case when boundary
components are spherical space forms. The technique used was to study the
moduli spaces of solutions to perturbed self-duality and anti-self-duality
equations in a V-manifold setting. The V-manifold used was obtained by
coning off the boundary components of W. In the case when boundary
components are not spherical space forms this procedure does not give us a
V-manifold. In order to use the same idea of applying the gauge-theoretic type
arguments ([4], [5]) we need to be able to deal with manifolds with boundary.
To do that, we elongate the manifold by adding cylinders 9.X; X [0, cc) along
the boundary and use the Fredholm theory and gauge theories on end-periodic
4-manifolds as introduced by C. Taubes in [15].

§2 gives a sketch of the proof of Theorem 1.1 and will, it is hoped, lead the
reader through the more technical §§2--5 in which the theorems needed to
translate the formalism from the compact manifold case to cylindrical end case
are given. §6 gives the complete proof of the theorem. In §7 the applications to
homology cobordisms and sliceness of knots questions are described. The
Appendix gives details of some technical points which were deferred to the end
so as not to interrupt the flow of the argument.

I would like to express my gratitude to my advisor, Professor Ronald J.
Stern, for advice, help, and encouragement during the course of my studies and
work on this paper. I also wish to thank Professor Clifford H. Taubes for
patiently explaining his work to me and for suggesting a proof of Theorem 3.1.

The author has been informed that D. Ruberman has obtained similar
results.
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2. Strategy of proof

Let X be a 4-manifold with boundary components 9.X;,---,0X,. A char-
acter a: H;(X) — U(1) defines a flat complex line bundle L, with a canonical
flat connection v . On each boundary component, « induces a representation
a;: H(0X;) = U(1) by setting a, = a© j;», where j.: H(3X,) - H;(X) is the
inclusion induced homomorphism. The restrictions of L, to boundary compo-
nents 9.X; are exactly the flat bundles L, defined by characters «,.

Define M = X U, (39X X [0, 00)). Give X a Riemannian metric which is
product near the boundary and extend it to M as a product metric on
End M = 3.X X [0, o). Extend the bundle L, to End M as product L, X [0, o)
and the connection v, as vV, = d/dt + v, on 3.X; X [0, 00). Note that the
same bundle and connection could be obtained by considering a: H; (M) =
Hi(X) - UQ).

To prove Theorem 1.1 we will study as in [7] the space of SO(3)-connections
on E =L, @ ¢ where ¢ is the trivial real line bundle. We give E the natural
Riemannian metric coming from the real part of the hermitian metric on L
and the canonical Riemannian metric on &. Connection V= v, ® € is an
SO(3)-connection giving E a structure of a flat SO(3)-bundle. We will use this
connection as the center of an affine space of SO(3)-connections on E.

Let P denote the principal SO(3)-bundle associated to E and let g, denote
the associated bundle of Lie algebras. Let AdP denote the bundle of groups
associated to P by conjugation, AdP = P X ,, SO(3). Then both AdP and g
can be viewed as subbundles of the bundle g[(E). Ad P has fibers consisting of
orthogonal transformations and g has fibers consisting of skew-symmetric
transformations. Sections of Ad P are naturally identified with automorphisms
of P (and E). These sections are called gauge transformations. They form a
group, called the gauge group, under pointwise multiplication, which is de-
noted by ¥* = C*(AdP). The space of smooth SO(3)-connections on P has
an affine space structure. Two connections v, v, differ by a 1-form with
values in gg, V; — V, € C®(T*M ® gg). The space of connections can
therefore be identified as ¥* = v, + C*(T*M & gy). The gauge group ¥~
acts on the space of connections by V&= g lev o g If described in affine
coordinates C®°(T*M ® gy) centered at v,, the action of ¥* is given by
e(g,a)= g lov,(g)+gleacg v, here denotes a connection on gl(E)
defined by V(¢)(0) = Vo(¢(0)) — ¢(Vo(0)) for ¢ € C*(g1(E)), 0 € C*(E).

The Riemannian metric on M defines an involution on the space of 2-forms,
the Hodge *-operator :A*(T*M) — A*(T*M). 1t extends to the space of
2-forms with values in a bundle by acting by = on the form part and by
identity on the bundle part. Since * is an involution it defines a splitting of A’
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into a direct sum of +1 eigenspaces A2 = A% @& A2. For a 2-form ¢ we will
denote the projections on A% and A% by ¢, and ¢_. Every SO(3)-connection
v on E has a curvature form RY € C®(A*(T*M) ® gy) associated to it. We
will call a connection self-dual if *RY = RV, i.e. RY = 0, and anti-self-dual if
*RY = —RV, i.e. RY = 0. Connection is flatif RY = 0.

On a compact closed manifold, the Pontrjagin class of the bundle E is
independent of the connection and the formula

1 1 2 2
(2.1) pl(E)=metr(RV ARV)=ZW—2fM|Rz| —|RY|

implies that a connection in a bundle with p, = 0 is flat if and only if it is
self-dual, and if and only if it is anti-self-dual. On a noncompact manifold the
integral

. Y A RY
pi(v) = 4772-[;\4 tr(RY A RY)

depends on v. For example, on R* any integer can be obtained as p,(v ). To
be able to make the same argument as in the closed manifold case we need to
resrict ourselves to a smaller space of connections. An appropriate space to
consider is

e = vy + CP(T*M ® gy),

the space of connections that differ from the base connection v, by a
compactly supported form. It is easy to show that p,(V) = p,;(v,) =0 for
v € g

In the closed manifold case the right space of connections for gauge theory is
obtained by completing %;° = ¥* in appropriate Sobolev norms, which
make the fundamental complexes of Yang-Mills theory

0 > T(gg) S T(T*M ® g5) S T(4%,(T*M) ® g5) — 0

Fredholm. The space of connections becomes an affine Banach space and the
gauge group a Banach Lie group which acts smoothly on the space of
connections.

In the case of a noncompact manifold, completing the compactly supported
sections in ordinary Sobolev norms will not produce a Fredholm complex. In
[15] Taubes constructed a Fredholm theory for manifolds with periodic ends
by generalizing a theory of Lockhart and McOwen [13] for manifolds with
cylindrical ends. The appropriate norms turn out to be weighted Sobolev
norms. They are defined as follows.
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Let 7: M — [0, o) be a smooth function such that (y,¢) = ¢ for y € 9X
and ¢t >¢> 0 and 7(x) =0 for x € X, i.e.,, 7 is a smoothing of the cylinder
coordinate ¢ to a function that is 0 on the compact part X. For 6 € R define
the weighted L7 spaces of sections of E, denoted L?(E), as completions of

Cs°(E) in the norm
1/p
oLz = e?ao p) .
lolez = ([ ?lo]
Space Li’ s(E) are defined as completions of C§°(E) in the norm

1/
lolles = | [, (5800 + - +1val +107)|”
M

where v{*) = vye --- oy, (k times) is the kth differential defined as com-
position of
VO:CO°°( & T*M® E) - C§°( R T*Me E)
/ i1
It is actually possible to choose a different weight § for each boundary
component 9.X; of 9.X. In that case we think of § as an »-tuple of real numbers

8 = (8,---,8"), one for each component, and think of 7 as a R-valued
function (7}, - -, 7") where

t, x€0X,
(60 =10 xeax

and 70 is the scalar product of § and .

Theorem 3.2 of [15] applied to the fundamental complexes of Yang-Mills
theory implies

Theorem 2.1. There is a discrete set 9 C R" without accumulation points
such that

v dvoe
0- L%,b‘(gE) _;)L%,S(T*M ® QE) - L%,s(AZ—(T*M) ® GE) -0
and
Yo dye
0— L%,b‘(gE) - L%,S(T*M ® QE) - L%,s(AZJr(T*M) ® QE) -0

are Fredholm for 8 € R"\ 2.

In §3 we describe the gauge theory on M as developed by C. Taubes in [15].
The space of connections ¥ and the gauge group ¢ are chosen so that the
arguments in [7] can be applied to the present situation. The orbit space
# = %/% is given a Banach manifold structure. The set of %reducible
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connections is described in §4. In §5 the indices of two fundamental Fredholm
complexes needed for further discussion are computed. In §6 we prove the
following

Proposition 2.2. Suppose d_= -3 + m — p(0X) > 0. Under the assump-
tions of Theorem 1.1, there is a compact submanifold #_C B which is a smooth
d_-dimensional manifold with a finite number

p=u(X,a)=#[{ec H (W, X)|j*(e)= +j*(e,) Vi} /e ~ —e]

of singular points. Each singularity has a structure of a cone on a complex
projective space, and it corresponds to a reducible flat connection in €. Suppose
d.=-3+m+p (0X)>0. Then there is a compact submanifold # C R of
dimension d_ with p singular points whose neighborhoods are cones on complex
projective spaces.

The manifold .# _ is obtained by perturbing the self-duality equations and
A, is obtained by perturbing the anti-self-duality equations. Both of them are
compact as perturbations of the compact moduli space of flat connections
FC % which can be viewed as the zero set of both the self-duality and
anti-self-duality equations. Dimensions 4, and d_ of these perturbed moduli
spaces are obtained from indices to two fundamental complexes computed in
§7. As in [5], [6] a cobordism argument shows that .#, and .#_ cannot exist
inside # unless p is even. Therefore, if u is odd both d, and 4_ have to be

< 0 which proves statement (b) in Theorem 1.1. Statement (a) follows from a
simple observation that both d_ and 4, have to be odd.

3. Gauge theory on M

Recall that we have defined a bundle E = L, ® € on M and a connection
Vo = V, ® & We complete the space of connections

% = Vo + CE(T*M ® gy)
in the Sobolev L3 5 norm and denote the new space by
G=v,+ L} (T*M ® gg) = vy + .

To define the appropriate gauge group we first consider the following space of
sections of gI(E). Define

2= {6 L (sLE)]I Ve lliz, < 0.

Here v, is the connection defined by v, on gl(E) and L3 ; is the weighted
Sobolev norm on the bundle 7*M ® gl(E). The following theorem, which
gives a Banach space structure to £, will be proved in the Appendix.
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Theorem 3.1. Let 3¢ denote the subspace of X consisting of harmonic
sections, i.e.,

H={d€R|le Ve vp = 0].
Then there is a direct sum decomposition
2= 12,(s1(E) o .
Furthermore, there is a well-defined map r: % — Kerv, given by

r(¢)(y) = lim oy, 1).

Here Ker v, denotes the set of parallel sections of the bundle gl(E| ;) with
respect to the connection v, (recall that v, = d/dt + v, on End(M)). Also
r10) = L_Zj,a(gI(E)) and r:#— Kerv, is an isomorphism. The norm

lel=hvo(@),+ [ Ir(o)]

gives # a Banach space structure in which the projections 7y: Z — L3 5(g[(E))
and 7:% — S are continuous.

In the Appendix we will also show that pointwise multiplication - : % X %
— 2 is well defined and continuous, and that r: % — Ker v, is a continuous
homomorphism.

9= {peR|6-¢* =id, detp = 1}

is a closed submanifold of # which is a Banach Lie group with Lie algebra

a={o®|¢* =} = {¢ €L ap)lIVetllz, < ®}.

The restriction of r: % — Kerv, to ¢ is a smooth homomorphism from ¢ to

G={geckerv,/gog*=1,detg=1}
= the stabilizer of v, in the gauge group forE| ;.

On each component on which a;: H;(3.X;) = U(1) is trivial, v, is a trivial flat
connection on a trivial bundle and the stabilizer is an SO(3) of constant gauge
transformation. For components 9X; for which a; is nontrivial, v, is a
nontrivial reducible flat connection v, = v, @ d and the stabilizer is an St
of rotations for a constant angle in the L, component of E/9X; = L, @ ¢ if a;
does not have order 2, and an O(2) if «, has order 2. Let Fv“’ denote the
stabilizer of v, . Then

r%4-G= X g,
i=1 '
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Denote by ®,, the Lie algebra Lie(G). Then &, = Kerv, on sections of
gg/9X. Since r: g > G is a restriction of the linear map r: # — Kerv,, its
differential is Dr = r: g — &,. Let B be a cutoff function on End M, namely
a smooth function 8: M — [0,1] such that B(x) = 0 for x € X and B(x) =1
for x € 90X X [g, o0) for some ¢ > 0. Let ¢ € & . Than B - ¢ defines a section
of g[(E) whichisin g and

7(B-0)(y) = lim B-o(y0) = o(y).

Therefore Dr is surjective and r: ¢ —> G is a submersion. Denote by %, the
kernel of r, 9, = r~Y(e). 4, is a closed Lie subgroup of ¢ with Lie algebra

9o =r"1(0) =g N r7(0) = L3 5(gg)-

Let G = im(r: ¢ — G). G contains the identity component of G and has the
same Lie algebra. If we assume that H2(X,Z) has no 2-torsion or that all «;
have order greater than 2 then

G=(7=(21<< SO(3)

n—k
X ')

where k is the number of boundary components for which the representation
a; is trivial.
. In the Appendix we will also show that the Lie group ¢ acts smoothly on
the space of connections ¢ by the usual action (g,vV) > V=g leveg.
Lemma 7.5 in [15] shows that the definition of €= v, + LI (T*M ® gg)
does not depend on the choice of v € ¥. In other words, the norms induced
on C°(E) by v and v, are equivalent, and hence define equivalent norms on
L3 s. Theorem 3.1 then shows that the norms || ||, defined on % are
equivalent.

It is important to note that the action of %, on € is free. Suppose, namely,
that v¢=v for v € ¢, g € %,. Then vg = 0. Equation (7.13) in [15] says
that

Gy [ efvelzif elle-ra), §>o.

It follows that g = r(g) = id on End M. But then g = id since V(g) = 0

Let €* denote the set of irreducible connections, i.e., connections V € ¢
such that v$& = v implies g = id for g € 4. ¢ acts freely on € *. We want to
give a Banach manifold structure to the quotient spaces %, = ¢/%, and
B* = €*/9. Note that B* = €*/9=€*/%,/9/%, = BF/G where G
acts on #F as the quotient group 9/%, = G.
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Theorem 3.2. %,= %/9Y, is a Banach manifold. The tangent space to
[V] e &, is isomorphic to

={ae L3,(T*M ® gg)|e "d%e™a = 0}
= L3-orthogonal complement ofdg(gg) in L%,B(T*M ® gE).

The map wy: € — B, is a principal Gy-bundle.

Proof. The proof is a direct translation of the proof in the compact case
(cf. [12], [8]). The use of the group %, makes the standard boot strapping
argument work. It is important to be able to estimate the norm | g-id||, in
terms of |[Vg[l .z, in order to show that local slices x, . = {a € x¢ |llall 3, <
e} are actually slices. This is the reason we cannot use ¢ in this standard
argument.

To give a Banach manifold structure to #* = €*/%9 we consider the
residual 9/%, = G action on #F = ¥*/9, defined by [el(gl],[a]) =
[e(g;a)]. Identify the tangent spaces T;yG and T\ %¢ with g/g, and
Z/d  (g,) respectively. With this identification the differential of the action
map [e] at ([id], [V ]) is

Dyaoplel(lv]. [a]) = [doy + a] € 2/d (ao).

A neighborhood of [V ] € %, is given by

Uy .= 7(Xo..) {[ la Ldg( ),||a||<s}.
Let 0, ,C %, be a closed submanifold defined by

Oy .= {la] € %, ,|[a] has arepresentativea L d_(g)}.

Then T(,,0, . = {[alla L d;(g)}. The differential of [e]: G X O, — %,
at ([id], [V ]) is an isomorphism. Assume, namely, that

D([id].[v])[e]([Y]a[a]) =[doy+al=0€/d,(a,)

for [a] € T|¢10 .- Then there is v’ € g, such that doy + a=d_ v’ Let a
be the representatlve of [a] perpendicular to d (g). Since a = d (y" ~ y) =
d,(¥) we have a =0, d_(¥)=0. v is irreducible, which implies ¥ = 0.
Therefore vy' = vy € g, ([v], [a]) = (0,0), and DJ[e] is injective. It is obviously
surjective. The open mapping theorem and inverse function theorem imply that
[e] is a local diffeomorphism. So, for small enough ¢, @ , is a local slice for
the G action. Since G is compact, we can find ¢ < ¢ small enough such that

0, . is aslice for the G action. This proves

Proposition 3.3. #* = ¥ /G = €* /% has a manifold structure with coor-
dinates given by O, . The quotient map n;: BF — B* is a principal G-bundle.
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Note that we have actually found the slice for the ¢ action on €*. Let
a,,a, € (DV = 7;'(0y ), and let a, = e(g, a;). Then on the quotient space
Ay we have [a,] = [e]([g],[a,]) and since O, _ is a slice for the G = ¥/,
action, [g] = id € G and hence g € ¥,. Now a,, a, € mg (0, ,) C X, Which
is a slice of the ¥, action. Therefore g = id and a, = a;. We can summarize
the above results in Theorem 3.4.

Theorem 3.4. Let €* C ¥ denote the space of irreducible connections in €.
Than the quotient spaces B, = €/9, and B* = €*/9 are Banach manifolds
with tangent spaces at [V ] € B, and [V ] € B* described as

T \%, = {aEL%,s(T*M‘X’QE)|aJ—dV(Qo)}

and

Tio B* =0, ={ac L}, (T*M ® gg)|a L d,(g))}.

We still need to show that the graph I' = {(V, V&) |v € €, g€ ¥} is
closed in order to prove that the quotient space #* is Hausdorff. Assume that
a sequence (V,,V,) € I converges in € X % to (v, V). We need to show that
there is g€ ¢ such that v = v& Write V,V,, and Vv, in coordinates
centered at V as vV =V +a, V,=V +a,, and v,=V + b, Since
(V,,V,) €T there is a sequence {g,} in ¢ such that v, = v¥, ie, a,

e (8nb,)=8,"°vg, + g, lob,og, A standard boot strapping argument
(cf. [12], [8)) gives an estimate

(3.2) Vg, Nz, < P(lanliz,s 1602,

and since a, — a, b, — b this shows that {||Vg,l|,3,} is uniformly bounded.
Therefore, the sequence g, is uniformly bounded in || || ooy for each
compact M, = 77}([0, N]) € M. The Sobolev embedding theorems for com-
pact domains give a weakly convergent subsequence {g)} converging to
gy € L35(My) in the L3 (My) norm. Since Vg, = g,a, — b,g,, Sobolev
multiplication theorems say that Vg — vgy in L3 5(My), hence g — gy in
L3 s(My). Using standard diagonalization procedure we obtain a subsequence
{g,) of the original sequence converging to gy in L2;(My). Since L3,
convergence implies pointwise convergence, gy .| My = gy and we can define
a gauge transformation g by setting g| M, = gy. Continuity of multiplication
on M, implies that v = v £ on M. Therefore, v = v&. Equation (3.2) gives
gE Y.
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As in the case of cbmpact closed M, we can identify the neighborhood of a
reducible connection in # = %/% with

-

ald
O, /Tg = {a = L%,B(T*M® QE) V(g)} r

lallg,<e

4. Reducible connections

The singular points in &= ¢/% are the gauge equivalence classes of
connections with nontrivial isotropy group I'; = {g € |v# = v }. The situa-
tion here is parallel to the compact case and most of the proofs are the same.
The difference is in the extra information about ¥ and g on the cylindrical
part of M.

We will say that ¥ is a topologically reducible connection on E if there is a
splitting E = L @ ¢ of E as a sum of a complex line bundle L and a trivial real
line bundle & such that v = v ® d, where v, is an SO(2) connection on L
and 4 is the trivial connection on e.

The classification of SO(3)-bundles over a 4-complex tells us that E topologi-
cally reduces to L @ ¢ if and only if

P1(E) = pi(L ® ¢) = ¢, (L) U ¢y (L),
wy(E) = w,(L @ ¢) = ¢,(L) (mod2).

By assumption, X has the rational homology of an r-punctured 4-sphere.
The second cohomology H?(X,Z) is therefore torsion and H*(X,Z) = 0. So
L ®¢e=E=L,® ¢if and only if
(4.1) c,(L) = ¢(L,) (mod2).

In order to identify the singular points in % we need to identify the
topological reductions that result from a nontrivial isotropy in . We will call
connections V € ¥ such that ', = {g € |[v¥ = v} # id %reducible. Then,
as in the proof of Proposition 3.1 in [5], the splitting E = L, ® 5, can be
constructed where n, is the 1-eigenspace bundle for g € Aut(E). If there is a
component such that the order of «, is greater than 2, then 7,(g) € kerv, = § 1
and, in the limit at that end, 5 ¢ coincides with e. This is because ¢ is the unique
line fixed by a nontrivial element of ker v, . Therefore, if j;: dX; = X denotes
the inclusion and j* the induced homomorphism on cohomology, j*(wy(7,))
= 0. Since H*(X,3X,,Z) odd torsion implies (by universal coefficient theo-
rem) that H'( X,3X;,Z,) = 0, the exact sequence

o
0 > HY(X,3X,,Z,) > HY(X,Z,) - H'(3X,,Z,)
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implies that 3* is 1-1 and therefore w;(n,) = 0. Hence, no reduction coming
from g € ¥ can be nonorientable and we have the following proposition.

Propositiond.1. For v € € the following are equivalent:

@T, ={geAutP|ve=v} #id

(b) v is topologically reducible.

(T, = SL

(d)dy: I'(gg) = T(T*M ® gg) has nontrivial kernel.

We are interested in identifying the set of gauge equivalence classes of
reducible flat connections in €. It is a well-known fact that a flat connection is
determined, up to gauge equivalence, by its holonomy representation

[y ] € Hom(m,(X),50(3))/S0(3)

which is independent of the choice of x4 € X. Let j: X, > dX; X {1} C M
be the inclusion j/(x) = (x,¢). j/ pulls back v to a flat connection v, on
E/0.X,. The holonomy representation of v/ is given by

= ag e i m(3X;, yp) = SO(3)

av‘

since it is given by a parallel transport along the loops, which are naturally in
X. For a different cylinder coordinate we get a conjugate representation, since
we are only changing the base point for . Therefore the connections v/
give the same [ag] € Hom(m(3X;), SO(3))/SO@3). Since V € €, v/ > v,
as 1= and hence [ag/]= [aVa'] ={»,], where », is the composition
m(3X;) > S' - SO(3).

This shows that on the cylindrical end, any flat connection is reducible and
gauge equivalent to the reducible connection v, = v, + d. Therefore, for any
reducible flat connection reducing to Vv = v + d on E =L + ¢ we know
that ¢;(L|5x) = tc(L,l3x) (£ sign results from the fact that holonomy
representations are conjugate to each other by an element of SO(3) which may
change the orientation of line bundles). This shows that a topological reduction
E = L + ¢ associated with a reducible flat connection in € satisfies

(4.2) ‘ jz‘*(cl(La)) = iji*(cl(L))'

Note that since H2(X,0X,,Z) has no 2-torsion, a reduction E =L + ¢
satisfying (4.2) automatically satisfies (4.1). We can thus prove the following
theorem.

Theorem 4.2.  Under the conditions of Theorem 1.1 the set

S={ce H (x,2)|*(c) = £j*(c1(Ly)), i=1,---,n}/c ~ =

is in 1-1 correspondence with the set of %-equivalence classes of %-reducible flat
connections in €.
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Proof. Letv be a %reducible flat connection. We have shown that there is
ace Ssuchthat E=L, + eand v = v, + 4. Each complex line bundle on
X supports a unique gauge equivalence class of flat connections since

{a: m(X) —> S} /conjugation =~ Hom( H,(X,Z), S') = H,( X, Z)
= TorH*(X,Z) = H*(X, Z).

Therefore, if there is a reducible flat connection producing a splitting corre-
sponding to a ¢ € S, it is unique up to gauge equivalence.

On the other hand, let ¢ € S and let v, be a flat connection on L. The
same argument as before shows that there is a unique gauge equivalence class
of flat connections on any complex line bundle over 0 X; X [0, oc). Therefore,
V. |0X; is gauge equivalent to v, on 3X; >< {0, 00) since ¢ € S implies that
L.=L, up to orientation. Let V =g lov,og, on 3X,X[0,0), g E
c *(Ad L |ax,x[0,)- Note that AdL = M X S’ since S? is commutative and
the Ad action is trivial. Therefore we can think of g, as functions g
3X; X [0,00) = S Let us consider the restriction g, 5: 3.X; = S*. Recall that
0.X; is a rational homology sphere. Since (g; 3)x: 7 (0X;) = 7 (S 1y = Z factors
through H(3X,,Z) and H\(3X;,Z) is torsion, (g; ;)4 is a 0-map. Therefore,
there is a lifting g, , —» R of g, ; which shows that g, is homotopic to a
constant. Using this homotopy we can extend the gauge transformation g; to a
gauge transformation on all of L, and define v, = g* oV, g. The connec-
tion v = v, + d is then a reducible flat connection in ¥ which corresponds
toc € S.

Hence, for every ¢ € S there is a unique %equivalence class of reducible flat
connections such that L & ¢ is the associated topological splitting. On the
other hand, if v is %reducible, it induces a splitting corresponding to ¢ € S.

5. Index computations

In this section we will compute indices of Fredholm complexes which we will
use for the proof of Theorem 1.1 in §6, and relate these indices to p, invariant
of 3X.

Recall that g = (¢ € L3, (ap) Vel 13, < 00} can be split as g = g, @
X, where g, = L} ;(gg) and 5, = #N g. We have also shown that there is
an isomorphism

‘)f“ =~ Ker(dvf': F(gE/BX) — I‘(T*(E)X) ® QE/ax))

= R("—K) 3k = Ri+2k,
R X R* = R
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where n is the number of boundary components and k is the number of
boundary components such that «; is trivial on H(dX;,Z). Therefore, the
complex

dve dve
(FC), 0-g—>L}(T*M x gg) > L2 (A2 (T*M) @ gg) > 0
is Fredholm if and only if the complex
2 ave s o, *
(51). 0 L3,(ge) = L35(T*M ® gg) = L7 5(A L(T*M) ® g) > 0

is Fredholm. This can, by Theorem 2.2, be obtained for a proper choice of 8.
Note that, since g = L} (gg) ® R"*** we have index(FC) .= (n + 2k) +
index(5.1) .

Since gg = E=L_,® ¢ and v, = Vv, + d; the complexes (FC) , split into
the direct sum

d d,
(. 0 R(e) S L34(T*M) S L3, (AL(T*M)) > 0
Va dy=
(@) 0-R(L)SL3,(T*M @ L,) = L},(AL(T*M) ® L,) > 0

and Index(FC) . = indexg(1) , + 2 index o(2) .. Here

R(e) = {fe L3 (M) df |3, < 0},
A(L,) = {o € L3, (L)|IVoln, <w}.

Denote by H'(1) . the cohomology groups of complex (1) _ and by H'(2) | the
cohomology groups of complex (2) .

Lemma5.1. dim H%(1) .= 1,dimH’(2) .= 0.

Proof. Let f & L3, (M), df = 0. Then f = const € L3, (M) so H(1),
= {f(x)=c|c €R). Let 0 € L] .(L,). Since L, is a nontrivial 1-dimen-
sional complex bundle, there are no parallel sections, hence H%(2) ,= 0.

Lemma 5.2. Let n be the number of boundary components for X. Assume
each boundary component 3X; is a rational homology sphere. Let k be the number
of 38X, such that a;: H,(3X,,Z) — S! is trivial. Assume also that H(3X,,L,) =
0, Vi. Then

(a) dimg H'(1) .= dimg comp(M) -n + 1,

(b) dim ¢ H'(2) , = dim ¢ Hlpy(M, L) —

Proof. We will do the computation for H 1(1)_ first. The computation for
H'(1), is exactly the same. Let [w] € H'(1)_. Then (dw)_= 0 and since dw is
integrable, as in the case of compact manifolds, 0 = [|(dw)_|*> = 1[|dw|* and
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hence dw = 0. Therefore
ker(d: L2 (T*M) — L2 j( A>T*M))

H'(1).= Hy(H) = im(d:%(e) — L2 ,(T*M))

Since 0.X; is a rational homology sphere, for each i = 1,-- -, n,
Ha(3X, X [0, 0)) = 0

and |,y x0,0) = df;- Let B; be smooth cutoff functions on ends, §;: M —
[0, 1}, such that

1, x€3X, %X[1,%),
{x)=
O
and define f = ¥, B; - ;. Since df | 3 xx(1,00) = @ 3 xx[1,00) WE €€ that f € ().
Therefore, @’ = w — df is another representative of [w] g, but & is com-
pactly supported. This shows that the natural map i: H, clomp(M ) = H(1) given
by i[w] Hlomy = [@] gy 1s surjective.

Define the set K= {f,=YXB;c;|c =(cy,-*,¢,) € R"} and let j: K —
H clomp(M ) be given by j(f,) = [df,] oot This is well defined since df (x) =0
for x € 84X X [1, o0). We will prove that the sequence
(5.2) K5HL (M)>H(1)_—>0

comp
is exact and that dim(ker j) = 1. Then
dim H'(1)_=dim H. __(M) — dim(im j)

comp

=dim H (M) — dim K + dim(ker ;)

comp

=dimH. _(M)—-n+1.

comp

Since f. € Z(e) and ie j(f,) =i[df,] = [df ]Jmq =0, im j C keri. On the
other hand, let [w] AL, € Keri. Then w = df for f &€ %(¢). Since w is com-
pactly supported, df = 0 outside a compact set C and for large enough C’
(such that M /C’ C End M) there is an f, € K such that f = f, on M/C’. Let
g = f. — f. g is compactly supported and

i) =df ] m,, = [dg + df1m,,, = [ + dgl ., = [©] m..,-

Therefore Keri C im j, and (5.2) is exact.

Let f. € kerj. [df]p =0 implies that df, = dg for a compactly sup-
ported g. Therefore f, — gp = const = k. Since g is compactly supported this
implies that ¢ = (k,---, k) and hence dim(ker j) = 1.-We have proved state-
ment (a) of Lemma 5.2.
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Proof of statement (b) follows in exactly the same way. Let i,
H},o(M,L,) » H'(2) be given as before. The assumption H'(3X; L, ) =0
replaces the fact that HL(0X,,Z) = 0 in proving that i is onto. Let

K, = {o = Y Bojo € I‘(L|ax,), dve(o,) = O},
i=1

Let k denote the number of boundary components 9X; such that
a;: H(3X,,Z) » S' is trivial. Than dim K, = k. Defining j,:K, —

comp(M L ) as before, we get an exact sequence

(5.3) K5 HL (ML) 5 HY(2) >0

comp

which is exact. The proof is the same as for (5.2).

For o € K, j(o)= [d"]Hl-o = 0 implies dV+(a) = dV «(p) for a com-
pactly supported p. Therefore d Ve «(c — p) =0 and since L, is nontrivial,
o = p. Hence, 0 € K, N C,(L,) = 0 and ker j, = 0. The computation

dimc HY(2) = dlmCHcomp(M L,) = dimc(keri,)
(M.L,) - dim(im j,)

(M,L,) —k

= dll'nC comp

= dll'nC comp

proves statement (b).

Lemma 5.3. Under the assumptions of Lemma 5.2,

(a) dimy H2(1) ,= b% (M),

(b) dim¢ H2(2) .= b%(M,L,),
where b2(M) = dim(#*(M)N Q%) and b*(M,L,) = dim(#*(M,L,) N
Q2 (L,)). Here #*(M) and HX(M,L,) denote the spaces of harmonic 2-forms
and QP the space of anti-self-dual (self-dual) 2-forms.

Proof. Let[w] € H*(1) . Thereis a unique representative such that

(5.4) {Zw(:.si‘;: 0} - {;‘:;s:)i 0}'

Since the boundary components are rational homology spheres, the proof of
Lemma 5.3 in [15] applies to our situation. Therefore, for small enough choice
of 8, for a representative of [w] € H*(1), which satisfies (5.4) we have
[le™w|* < oco. We can define a mapping #: H2(1) ,— #*(M)N Q% by
setting £[w] 2, = e™w, w being a representative of [w] satisfying (5.4).
Injectivity of the map is clear from the definition. Surjectivity follows from
the fact that for ¢ € #°2(M) N Q% the form w = e "% satisfies equation (5.4),

w € L} (A2, T*M), and ¢ = £(w).
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Exactly the same proof works for complexes (2) ,. The assumption that
HY3X, L, ) = 0 makes the proof of Lemma 5.3 in [15] work for the forms
with valuesin L.

Atiyah, Patodi, and Singer show in [1], [2] that there is a connection between
L?-harmonic forms on M and cohomology of X. The space #*(M) of
L?*harmonic forms on a manifold M obtained from a compact X by adding
cylinders along the boundary is naturally isomorphic with the image H*(X) =
im( H*( X, 3X,R) > H*(X,R)). Since the kernel ker(H?(X,dX,R) —
H?(X,R)) is exactly the radical of the cup-product induced pairing on the
second cohomology, b2 (M) are exactly the dimensions of positive and nega-
tive definite parts of H?(X). Hence sign(X)= b2(M)— b2(M) and
dim A?(X) = b2 + b2. The statements are exactly the same for cohomology
with local coefficients (see [1, §4] and [2, §2]). Since H(dX,R)= 0 and
HY3X,,L,) = 0, the pairings on H*(X,R) = H*(X,0X,R) and H*(X;L,) =
H?*(X,3X,; L,) are nondegenerate and

b*(X) = dim H?(X,R) = dims#*(M) = b2 (M) + b2 (M),
b*(X,L,) = dim H*(X,L,) = dim s#*(L_, M) = b2 (M,L,) + b*(M,L,).
We can now prove the following

Theorem 5.4. For small enough 8 > 0, the indices of the complexes

dvo dvo
(FC), 0-g—>L3,(T*M ® gg) > L2 ,(A2(T*M) ® g5) > 0

are
index(FC), =3 — m — p,(3X),
index(FC)_=3 — m + p,(3X),

where p,(0X) = sign X — sign (X) is a diffeomorphism invariant of 39X and a:
HY3X,Z) — S*. ‘m is the number of boundary components for which a;:
HY3X,) —» S* is nontrivial.
Proof.
index g (FC) , = index (1), + 2 - index(2)
=1 —(dimg HLpp (M) — n + 1) + b% (M)

comp

+2{~(dime Hlpp(M,L,) —(n — m)) + b%(M,L,)}.

comp
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Since H}

omp(M) = H (X, 09X, R), the exact sequence of the pair gives
HO(X,3X,R)— H°(X,R)— HO(3X,R)— H'(X,3X,R)— H'(X,R) — H'(3X,R)
I l I I I ll
0 R 14 H'(X,3X,R) — H'(X,R) —— 0

and, since X has rational homology of an n-punctured 4-sphere,
dim H'(X,3X,R) = n — 1. Also, H*(X,R) = 0 and hence b%(M)=10.1f m
denotes the number of boundary components for which a,;: H;(3X,,Z) — S* is
nontrivial, H°(8X,L,) = @ H°(3X,,L,) = C"~ ™. The exact sequence
H°(X;L,) » H°(dx;L,) » HYX,0H;L,) -~ HY(X,L,) » H}3X,L,)
o I I I I
0 crn - HY(X,0X;L,) - H(X,L,) 0

gives that
dimc HY X,9X; L,) = dim H (X,L,) + n — m.
Since H'(X,8X; L,) = Hl\mp(M,L,) = H3(M,L))*,
indexg(FC) =1 —2-dimCHL,,,(M,L,) +2(n — m) +2b%(M,L,)
=1-dimcH(X,L,) —n+ m— dimc H3(X,L,)
+2n—2m + 2b%.(M,L,)
=1+n-m+x(X,L,) —dimcH*(X,L,) + 2b%(M,L,)
=1+n-m+ x(X) +sign (X)
=1+n~m+(2-n)F(sign X — sign, (X))
=3-m7¥Fp(0X).
Note that index x(FC) , is odd since indexg(FC) ,=1 + 2/,

6. The proof of Theorem 1.1

Using the explicit formula for the difference of Pontrjagin forms (found for
example in [18, Chapter I1I, §3]) it can be shown that p,(V) = p,(V,) = 0 for
every V € %. Therefore, as in the compact manifold case, RY =0 < RY =0
< RY = 0 and hence the set of flat connections can be described as the set of
solutions of either of the two equations

(6.1) d%a +[a,a]_=0,
or

(6.2) dY¥a +[a,a].= 0.
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It is important to note that, for v € %, the complex
0 (s A=y (A2 (T
(63) 0-gy—L3,(T*M ® gy) —>L1’8(Ai(T M) ®gyg)—> 0

is Fredholm. Since dV has closed image, the complex (6.3) is Fredholm if and
only if the operator

dv=
L} (A (T*M) ® )
(64), D*(v): L3,(T*M ® gy) ® @
ﬁL%,s(QE)

efS(dV )*ers

is Fredholm. Also, index(6.3) = —index(D *(v)). Theorem 2.2 shows that the
corresponding operators D *(V,) are Fredholm. Since v = v, + a for a €
L3 5(T*M ® gg), the two maps differ by a compact operator and therefore
D *(v ) is Fredholm and index D *(v ) = index D *(v °). The complex

dv d
(6.5). 0-g=>Li(T*M® gg) = L] (A (T*M) ® g) > 0

is then also Fredholm with index(6.3) ,= 3 — k F p,(3X).

Let % C % denote the space of %equivalence classes of flat connections in
%. Considering % as the set of solutions of (6.1) and (6.2) and applying the
standard Kuranishi argument (see proof of Theorem III, 2.1 in [12]) we get the
following theorem.

Theorem 6.1. Let v € € be a flat connection. Then there are neighborhoods
O, of 0 in the first cohomology Hé. , of (6.5), and differentiable maps ¢, and
b,

¢i:(9i—>H2

V.t

with ¢ (0) = 0 which are T -equivariant if v is reducible such that
P
(@) FN O, = ¢ X 0) if V is irreducible,
o

(b) FN(O /T,)=¢X0)/S" if V is reducible.
Here é denotes a homeomorphism defined by some ambient diffeomorphism
pof (@V(g))*t C L2 ((T*M®gg) which contains both &g, and HY , inter-
preted as kerdY N (dV (g))*.

For a #%reducible connection v the bundle and the connection split as.
E=L®&e¢ v =v+d, and I', is the group of rotations for a constant



296 GORDANA MATIC

z € S' inside L. The complexes (6.5) . split as a direct sum
d:t

(6.6), 0 - %(¢) iLg,s(T*M) L2 (A% (T*M)) - 0
® ® ' ®

(6.7), 0- 2(L) d—:Lg,s(T*M ® L)df» L2 (A (T*M) ® L) > 0.

In the proof of Theorem 5.4 we have shown that the first and second
cohomologies of complexes (6.6) , vanish. Therefore Hé’ . and HZ , have a
structure of a complex vector space and the I';, action induces an action of
S! = U(Q1) by multiplication.

If HZ .= 0 this gives % a structure of a smooth manifold of dimension
d .= —index(FC) .= -3 + m + p,(3X) in a neighborhood of an irredudible
v, and a structure of a cone on CP's, I = (-2+m+ p,(3X))/2, in a
neighborhood of a %reducible V. This, however, is not possible if H*(X,L,)
# 0. In order to obtain a manifold we need to perturb the equations to
regularize # . Before we do that we need to make the following observation.

Theorem 6.2. The space F of %-equivalence classes of flat connections in €
is compact.

Proof. 1t is a standard result that the space of equivalence classes of flat
G-connections on a principal ¢ bundle can be identified with an open and
closed subset of Hom(m,(X),G)/G via the holonomy representation (see [10,
§1)). Since m;( M) is finitely generated and SO(3) is compact, this is a compact

space. If we denote by », the composition m,(3X;) 3 S! - SO(3) the discus- -

sion in §4 shows that the gauge equivalent classes of flat connections in € are
in 1-1 correspondence with the closed subset

N (4*)"([»]) € Hom(m,(X),50(3))/50(3),

i=1
~ where J*: Hom(7 ( X);SO(3))/SO(3) — Hom(m (3X;), SO(3))/SO(3) is given
by j*(a]) = [a° j] and j,: m(3X,) = 7,(X) is the inclusion induced mor-
phism. Therefore, % is compact.

Note that by using Theorem 6.2 we can avoid the use of compactness
theorems of K. Uhlenbeck {17], [18] in the rest of the argument.

We have shown in Theorem 4.2 that

b= #[{ce B (X,2)1j*(c) = £ (L)} ]
is the number of %equivalence classes of %reducible flat connections in %.
Since ¢ acts on ¢ and L}(A%(T*M)® gg) by conjugation and R¥" =
g 'e RV o g, the maps v — RY, define sections #, of the bundles &, — %
where &, = ¥ Xy L} (A% (T*M) ® gg). By Theorem 6.1 #C & is the zero
set of both sections # ,: # - & _.
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We start perturbing the equations # _ ([v])=0, as in [12, IV], by first
perturbing them in the neighborhood of a reducible flat connectionv € %.
Compact perturbations can be chosen I'-equivariantly so that the zero set of
the perturbed section SY has a structure of a cone on CP'+ in the neighbor-
hood of [V ].

After doing this perturbation around each of the p classes of %reducible
connections we get a compact perturbation S’ of #,. We still need to
regularize S, on the complement of the cones. Since # was compact, the zero
sets A", of S, are also compact. We need to regularize them outside the p
cones. Since complement of the open cones is a compact set, we can cover it by
finitely many O , and as in [12, IV, §4] produce a compact perturbation S,
of S. such that the zero sets ., of S, are compact d_-dimensional
manifolds with g singular points.

Note that we have just proved Proposition 2.2.

We now follow an argument of Fintushel and Stern ([5], [6]) to show that if
either one of d, and d_ is positive, the number u has to be even. Define
4, ={ge ¥|rn(g)=1d € g(E)/0X,}, where d.X; is a boundary component
for which «; has order greater than 2. Then 4, C ¢, and ¢9,/%, = G/I‘VBI =
G, is a compact group. As in the proof of Theorem 3.4, we can show that
Bt = #*/%, has a Banach manifold structure, and that 7;: €* —» # is a
principal &,-bundle. Moreover, the projection 75 : % — £* is a principal
G/G, =T, = S'-bundle.

If either dl+ or d_ is positive, the above perturbation argument produces a
manifold .# C # with isolated conical singularities. Let .# = .#\ cones. .4
has p boundary components each of which is CP’. The bundle 7, Bi > B>
restricts to a bundle with w;, =1 € H*(CP',Z,) on each CP’ (see [5], [6]).
Since an odd number of such bundles cannot bound, p has to be even.

- Since d,= -3+ m + p,(3X) the condition that d,< 0 translates into
|p(0X)} < 3 — m. Therefore if |p,(3X)] > 3 — m, p has to be even, which
proves statement (b) in Theorem 1.1. Since 4, is odd, m £ p (8X)=0
{mod 2) which shows statement (a) in Theorem 1.1.

7. Applications
An immediate corollary of Theorem 1.1 is the integral homology invariance
of the invariants p (Z).
Theorem 7.1. Suppose that 2, and X, are rational homology spheres which
are Z-homology cobordant. Let o: H,(Z,,Z) — S' be a character of order
greater than 2 such that HY(2,,L,) = 0. Then

PalZ1) = pu(25).
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Proof. Let X denote the Z-homology cobordism. Since H,(M?) is free for
any 3-manifold, H,(Z,) = 0 and hence H,(X) = 0 (all homologies are with Z
coefficients). The exact homology sequence of the pair shows that H,(X, 2) =
H,(X,Z) = 0. The universal coefficient theorem implies that H*(X,X) = 0.
Therefore j*: H?(X) —» H*(Z,) is injective and u(X,a) =1 for every a. If
HYZ,L,) = 0, Theorem 1.1. applies and shows that [p,(3X)] <3 —2=1.
Statement (a) in Theorem 1.1 shows that p (dX) = 2 (mod2), and therefore
pa(8X) = 0. Since 0X = 3, U (-3,), 0 = p,(3X) = po(Z,) — pu(Z,).

Remark. This theorem was originally proved by Gilmer and Livingston in
[9] in the case that « is of prime power order. This condition was removed in
the case of spherical space forms in [7].

Remark. Suppose that the a-induced cyclic cover 2 of = is also a rational
homology sphere. Let the image of a be Z, € S*. Then Z, acts on <, freely
and
(7.1) HY(:,0)= ) HY(Z.L,)

o character
of Z,

(see Lemma 2.5 in [2]). Therefore, if 2 is a rational homology sphere, then
H'(Z,L,) = 0 for every p.

Example. It is clear from the above remark that lens spaces satisfy the
condition H'(L,L,) =0 for any representation a: H,(L) — S'. Another
family of examples can be obtained by looking at Brieskorn spheres
2(ay, -+, a,). They are Seifert fibered manifolds with exceptional fibers of
orders ay,- - -, a, (cf. [14]). Take an integer d prime to each a,,-- -, a,. Then
Z,C S acts freely on =(ay,--,a,) and the quotient = = Z(ay, -, a,)|Z,
is a rational homology sphere with H,(Z) = Z, of the type described above.

We next discuss the question of when a rational homology sphere bounds a
rational homology ball. Let X be a rational homology ball and 3X = X be a
rational homology sphere. Since H,(3) = 0, the exact homology sequence of
the pair (X, 2)

0= Hy(X) > Hy(X.3) = Hy(Z) = Hy(X) = H,(X,Z) 0
shows that
H(X)|  [H(X.3)]
|H(X.2)|  |H(X)]
Duality and universal coefficients theorems show that
[Hi(X)| =|H*(X,2)| = |Ext(H,(X,2),Z)| =|H,(X.3)],

|H, (X, 2)| =|H(X)| =|Ext(Hy(X),2)| =|H,(X)].

|H1(E)l =
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Therefore,
2

ABOL i) - m(x)

IHl(E)‘ = (‘HI(X,EH

The necessary condition for £ to bound a rational homology ball is that
|H,(2)] = m* and m = [im( Hy(S) - Hy (X))

We are interested in representations as: H;(2)— S' which will factor
through a: H,(X) —» S

2
[

H(Z) Z, G S!

(7.2) \ / .

im( H,(Z) H(X)) ¢ H{(X)
If we assume that H,(Z) = Z,,, then, for any J dividing m, all representa-
tions ay: H,(2) — Z,C S! factor through H,(X) in the sense of (7.2) for any
rational homology ball X such that 0 X = X. Therefore, the following theorem
1S true.

Theorem 7.2. Let = be a rational homology sphere with cyclic first homology
group H(2)=171,:. Assume that 2 bounds a rational homology ball with
H?(X,Z) having no 2-torsion. Then, for every nontrivial character a: H(Z) —
S* of order d > 2 dividing m for which H*(Z,L,) = 0,

p(Z) = +1.

Proof. Theorem 1.1 applies and shows that [p,(2)[< 2 and p(Z)=1
(mod 2).

Remark. Theorem 7.2 was originally proved in [3] for d a prime power. In
the case of a spherical space from 2 it was proved in [7] by applying their
version of Theorem1.1.

The question of when a rational homology sphere bounds a rational homol-
ogy ball is closely connected with the question about sliceness of knots. We say
that a knot K < S is slice if there is a disc D2 € B* such that 3D? = K. Let
3 denote the double cover of S* branched over K and X the double cover of
B* branched over D2 Then ¥ is a Z,-homology sphere and X is a Z,-
homology ball. Casson and Gordon [3] have defined an invariant 6( X, «) for a
knot K with the double branched cover 2 satisfying H(2)=Z,. and a:
H,(Z) - S! by setting o(K,a) = p,(2). They have shown that, for any « of
order 4 dividing m, the fact that a knot is ribbon (i.e., a special type of slice
exists, cf. [3]) implies that 6(K, ) = +1. They have also shown that, for a of
prime power order p* dividing m, o(K,a) = +1 if a knot is slice. Fintushel
and Stern in [7] prove that when = is a lens space L(m?, g), 6(K,a) = +1 for
any character a. Theorem 7.2 has the following corollary.
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Corollary 7.3. Let K C §3 be a knot such that the double branched cover =
satisfies H((2)=1Z,. and that the m-fold cyclic cover S of 2 is a rational
homology sphere. Then for any character a: Hy(2) — S' of order d > 2 dividing
m, o(K,a) = +1if K is slice.

8. Appendix

In this appendix we will, for the sake of completeness, prove Theorem 3.1
which gives a Banach space structure to

R={¢€ L2, (al(B) || Vepliz,} < o0.

Recall that v, was defined by a connection Vo= V,+d on E=L_ &g,
where a: H(X)— S'=U(1) and L, = X X, C for homology cover X. We
want to define the limit
= 1
(o) n—1—>n;o 0|8X><{n}
for a section o € #. To make this precise we will use Lemma 5.2 in [15].

Let ¢ € Z N C*. For each boundary component 3.X; we can consider the
homology cover 3X,. This is a finite cover and the pullback of L, from 3X; is a
trivial complex line bundle on d.X,. Therefore pullbacks of E and gl(E) are
also trivial. The pullback of the section ¢ gives

¢ € C*(n*(EndE/9X, x]0,0))) = C*(3X, x[0, x0), gI(3,R))
such that

eﬂs|dq3|2 =|Hl(8Xi>| : f 978|V0¢|2 < 0.
90X,

-/;X’,.x[o,oo) X[ 0,00)

Applying Lemma 5.2 in [15] the section ¢ = B8,¢ on the trivial g{(3, R)-bundle
over the manifold M, =Y {J,; 89X, X [0,00), where Y is any 4-manifold
with Y = 39X, and B,: 39X, x [0, o) — [0,1] is a cutoff function

- {0 121

1, ¢>1,

we get that there is a constant A~qb € gI(3,R) such that
lim ¢(x,n)= lim ¢(x,n)=A4,.
n—roc n— 0

Passing to the quotient, A + gives a locally constant section of gl(E/dX))
denoted r,(¢) = A, € Kerv,. Here v, is the canonical flat connection on
gI(E) defined by the canonical flat connection on E/3X, = (3X, X, C) @ «.
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Lemma 8.1. Let ¢ € R. Let H, denote the completion of C°(glL(E)) in the
norm ||6|| = [,, €™ |V 0|2 Then there is a unique £(¢) € H, such that ¢ + £(¢)
€ X is harmonic, i.e.,

(8.1) e e v (¢ + £(¢)) = 0.

Proof. Note that ||¢]| = [, e™|V0|* is a norm on C°(gl(E)) since, for a
compactly supported section, Vo = 0 implies ¢ = 0. For each ¢ € # we can
define a functional a, on C°(gI(E)) by

a,(§) = /M e ({708, Vok) + 2(Ve$, Vb))

and extend it to H,, by continuity. It is easy to check that a, is strictly convex.
Therefore, it has a unique minimum point. On the other hand, for a convex
differentiable functional, every critical point is an absolute minimum point (cf.
[11, 1V, §7]). Hence, a, has a unique critical point £(¢). Since the differential
of a, s '

Da,(£)(e) = 4

ay(¢+10) =2 [ e™(Ve0, V(o + £))

t=0
= 2/ e’8<o,e_T8VO*e78V0(¢ +E)

the unique critical point £(¢) € HO satisfies (8.1).

The fact that ||V¢|l,3, < 0, Vie™V,(¢ + £(¢)) = 0, and integration by
parts show that £(¢) € #. On the other hand, integration by parts shows that
there is a constant ¢ > 0 such that

2 2 2
(8.2) et [ elveEl < [ etlef <o [ emlvogl

for ¢ € H, (cf. equation 5.30 in [15]). Therefore, £(¢) € L3 5(g(E)).
Lemma 8.2. Ler 5% denote the subspace of & consisting of harmonic sections,
ie.,

H={oER|e VeV } = 0.
Then # decomposes into a direct sum
2= L},(al(E)) & #.

Proof. Lemma 8.1 shows that #= L3 (gl(E)) + . Suppose ¢ €
L} 5(g((E)) N #. Since on L3 ;(g((E)) we have that the formal Lj-adjoint of
Vo, € Ve is the Hilbert adjoint, it follows that

/3T8<V0¢»Vo¢> = / e™(¢p.e”PvFe ) =0,
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and by (10.5)

Jetlol <c- [elugl =0.

Hence, ¢ € L3 ;(gl(E)) N % implies ¢ = 0.
Recall that we have defined r;; Z N C® — Kerv, for each i. Define

n n

r= @ nZANC*->V= @ kerv,.
=1

i=1 i=

Lemma 83. r: 5~ Vis an isomorphism with inverse [: V — 3¢ defined by
(o) = H(oy++,0,) = X By + [ X B,
where 8;: 0X; X [0, 00) = [0,1] is a cutoff function such that
Blxn=-p={} 1217

, t= 1.

Proof. By definition, /(o) € # since Vo is compactly supported. For a
section £ € L3,(gI(E)), Lemma 5.2 in [15] and definition of r, show that
r(§) = 0Vi. Hence, foranyo € V

r(1(o)) = r(Z B, + 5(2 ,B,»o,-)) = @r(Bo,)=o.

So, r is sugjective. On the other hand, suppose that ¢ € 5 and r(y) = 0.
Then e%7/2£(—, n) = 0in C° by the last statement in Lemma 5.2 in [15]. Since
¥ 1s harmonic

0= f (Y, veVop) = _f e™(Vo¥, Vo) + f e (Y, di Vo).
TSn TEH T=n
Therefore,

[ emval < [ emulivavl < ([ ewz)m( [ o]

TSN }

1/2

Since the restriction to the codimension 1 submanifold induces a continuous
map L{(M) — L*(N), f,_,e"|vy¢|? is a bounded sequence. f,_,e™|y|> = 0
since e™/2y| - 0in C° and 9X, is compact Vi. This shows that f,, e™|voy|?
= 0. V¢ = 0 implies that |¢| is constant and r(¢) = O then shows ¢ = 0.
Therefore, r is injective on J#.

We can now define r: & — V by setting r(¢) = f(vrx(qb)) where 7, (¢) =
¢ + £(¢) € 5, and introduce a norm on % by

2 2
lolie=Ieolis, + [ 1r()["

X
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This is obviously a seminorm. To show that it is actually a norm, suppose
liollz = 0. Then, fyxle()|* = 0, hence r(¢) = 0. Therefore, ¢ € L3, ol 22,
= IWedlliz, + 1622 < 2 [Vebll 3, = 0, and ¢ = 0.

Lemma 84. The projections

T (2, 1N2) = (3, | le) and 72 (R, | ll2) = (L25(a1(E)), | ll)

are continuous. (R, || || &) is a Hilbert space with inner product defined by

(P90 = fM e (VT VT Vo¥) + (VVd, VVod) + (Voed, Vo) }

RGO

Proof. Note that (¢,¢ ), is well defined for ¢, ¢ € # and that || || is the
associated norm. Since for ¢ € Lis(g[(E)) we have r(¢) = 0, equation (8.2)
implies that

2 2 2 2 2
l6)e=lIvaplizz, <lolzz, =IVepliz, + [ e”lol

2 2 2
< ”V0¢“L§a +C- fM eVl < (1 + C)veel L3,

Therefore, ||¢]l5 < |92, < 2|9}, i-6., norms || |5 and || ||z, are equivalent
on L3 ;(gI(E)). Since # is a finite dimensional vector space, any two norms
on J# are equivalent. With this in mind, we proceed to prove continuity of
projections:

7o (o) e =llo = 1(r(e)) e <l llae + 1 (r(¢)) Il

172
2
<ol 3( [ Irt@)f] <@+ Olela
ax
which shows continuity of ;. Continuity of =, follows from

) 1/2
Ime () la =10 + £(6) =111 (r()) & < s“(fax Ir(o)] ) <¢lola

The fact that (£, || ||4) is complete follows from the continuity of projec-
tions and completeness of (L3 ;(g1(E)), || ||) and (5, || [l 2)-

Note that we have just proved Theorem 3.1.

Lemma 8.5. Pointwise multiplication, R X R — R, is well defined and
continuous.

Proof. Suppose ¢, ¥ € #. We need to show that ¢ o € #. The Sobolev
multiplication theorems for compact domains show that ¢ o ¢ € L3, (gI(E)).
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We need to estimate ||¢ © || In terms of |||, and |[¢||,. This will be done
term by term.

[ etlv(eew) = [ v (s)ov+oov ()l
M M

L) ° 2 ° 2

<2f e(jvooyl +loovil]

<ef elvollyf +ef elofivyl’

Since ¢, ¥ € L3, and L} < C° on compact 4-manifolds, ¢ and ¢ are
continuous functions. They are bounded since e™/%p(-,t)— r(¢) and
e™/ (-, 1) = r(¥)in C° Let o € L3 ;(g{(E)) and denote by M,, the compact
4-manifold M, = 7~![n, n + 1]. Then :

Il

2
[23m,)

HU“ic Sup HUIM., ”2L°=<M,,)< sup ¢(M,)"o
n u

¢ sup olizan < ¢ Lo iz
n

n

VAN

2 2 2
LMy < ¢ -”0 L}s-

=c’|o
For ¢ € # we then have
ol =lmo(®) + 7a() oo <limo(9) llos + 17w ()l
< cf|m (o) HLﬁ,.s + ¢'|my(¢) | (by continuity of projections)

<c-cllellat - ellolle < Klldla

This gives
[ ewoloon)[ < evlif elvl + clol: [ elveyl
M M M

/!

FATYF IS

The estimates for the terms [, e™|Vvy(¢ o ¥)|? and [, €|V T Vol ° ¥)|?
are done exactly in the same manner

[Jrtew)l = [ ir(e)or() [ = [ ir(o)1r(v)]

<[ @ L] < el i

C C

1r() 72 < K -l e - 1 -

2
12

<K-[r(e)
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Adding the estimates for all four terms we get that

hoovlla< - lola-lvle

and therefore the multiplication is well defined and continuous.

Lemma 8.5 shows that % has a structure of Banach algebra with respect to
pointwise multiplication. We are interested in a subgroup of # defined as

‘ G={pER|po¢p*=1id,detd = 1}.
We want to show that ¢ is a closed Hilbert submanifold of %. To prove this,
we characterize ¢ as the zero set of a smooth submersion. Note that ¢ = F~}(0)
for F:# — # given by F(u) = uou* — id. This map itself is not a submer-
sion. However, if we define S = {¢ € Z|¢* = ¢} it is clear that F(u)=
uou* —id € § for every u € . Therefore, we can think of Fas F: % — S.

Lemma 8.6. The smooth map F:# — S given by F(u) = uou* — id is a
submersion at every pointa € 9.

Proof.
d d x .
D(F)(a)(h)= 7 0F(a+lh)= 7 0((a+th)°(a+th) —ld)
= 1=
-4 (aoa*+t(a°h*+h°a*)+t2h°h*—id)
dr =0

=qaoh* + hoa¥*.
To show that D(F)(a) is surjective for every a € ¥ we will consider the
operator
Y, =D(F)(a)or,:#— S

where r,:# — Z is the operator of right multiplication by a, r,(¢) = ¢ ca.
Since multiplication in £ is continuous, r, is a continuous homomorphism of
. 1f a € 9, r,. is the continuous inverse of r,. Therefore, if ¥, is surjective,
so is D{ F )} a). However,

Y, (h)=D(F)(a)(hea)=ao(hoa)* +(heoa)eoa*
=gqgog*oh* + hogoa* = h* + h.
Since for any s € S, ¥, (3s) = 5, ¥, is surjective and so is D(F ) a).

Since F: % — S is a smooth mapping between Hilbert manifolds and for
every point a € F~X0), D(F)a) is surjective, ¥= F~1(0) is a Hilbert sub-
manifold of # with tangent space

T(9) = ker D(F)(a) = r,(¥;'(0)) = 7.(a)
for
g={o€X|¢*=-¢} = ker¥,.
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The multiplication ¢ X ¢ — ¥ is a smooth function since it is a restriction
of a smooth function on # X %. Since for a € ¢, a™! = a* and ( )* is a
smooth function on £, ()™}: % — ¢ is also smooth. Therefore,  is a Hilbert
Lie group with Lie algebra g = 7,(%). If we denote by gy the bundle of
antisymmetric operators gy C gI(E) it is clear that

g={9eL3(ae)llVeplz, < o).

We have stated in Theorem 3.1 that ¥ acts smoothly on the space of
connections ¥. We prove this statement in the following lemma.

Lemma 8.7. The Lie group 9 acts smoothly on the space of connections by the
usual action

(§;v) > vE=gleveg.

Proof. The action of ¢ on € is described in coordinates €= v, +
L3 o(T*M ® gg) by

e(g,a)=gloveg+gloaog.

Since g — g! is smooth as a restriction of ¢ — ¢* on £, and vV, % —
L:s(T*M ® gl(E)) is a continuous R-linear homomorphism, we only
need to know that the pointwise products o: % X L (T*M ® gl(E)) —
L3 s(T*M ® gl(E)) and o: L3 (T*M ® glg) X # — L3 o(T*M ® gly) are
smooth. Estimates done in the proof of Lemma 8.5 actually show that both o
are continuous. Since continuous bilinear maps are smooth, e is smooth as a
composition of smooth maps.
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